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‘O LORD, how long shall I cry, and You will not hear? Even cry out to You, ‘Violence!’ and 

You will not save. Why do You show me iniquity, and cause me to see trouble? For 

plundering and violence are before me…’                                      Habakkuk 1:2-3 
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Time Running Out for 'Peace'? 

 

„Thus says the Lord: “We have heard a cry of panic, of terror, and no peace. …. why has every face turned 

pale? Alas! That day is so great there is none like it; it is a time of distress for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out 

of it…”‟ Jeremiah 30:6-7 

These poignant words of Jeremiah have been in the minds of many people in recent decades. And if 

we look closely at the spiritual condition of our world, one can easily be forgiven for asking, „…are 

these the conditions that many see as precursors to the coming of Mashiach?‟    

Peace has to with justice between parties. Therefore it is not difficult to understand the sentiments of 

Israel‘s President, Shimon Peres, who stated at a recent Galilee convention, on December 14, that he 

believes the window of opportunities for peace between Israel and its neighbors will not remain open 

much longer; viz. "We are starting the countdown for peace, and time is running out— there are 

difficult processes of delegitimizing Israel, radical Islamization in the region and Iran arming itself. 

We must come to our senses now — there is not much time left for discussions." 

Is the man a pessimist because of his failed Oslo Peace Accord? Or is there a high degree of 

legitimacy to his concerns? 

It was only on the day before (J.Post, Monday Dec.13) that the European Union reaffirmed its 

readiness to recognize a Palestinian state at an ―appropriate‖ time; stopping short of an outright 

recognition. In addition to this revelation, during the last few weeks Israelis were served with surprise 

announcements by Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Venezuela that they recognized an independent 

Palestinian state with its capital in Israel‘s capital city Jerusalem. If we consider the [strong] prospect 
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that the other South American countries Urugay, Paraguay, Chile, Peru Ecuador and Salvador could 

easily follow suit, President Perez remarks make suddenly very good sense.  

It certainly has the makings of a domino effect, in particular when one takes into consideration that 

55 — out of a possible 192 UN Members — are Islamic nations and are very likely vote in favor of a 

unilateral declaration. Now, that the EU has also made its intentions to support the PA claim public, 

should one still dare to ask, exactly how much pushing will the rest of those dominos need since they 

are already unstable?  

Surely one does not have to be a lover of conspiracies or be an alarmist when confronted with Israel‘s 

position in the world and all these decks of cards stacked against her?  Double standards, outright 

hatred of the Jewish people by a large portion of the [so-called] civilized world, as well as 

delegitimization and demonization of Israel within and without the church have done their devilish 

work. I have no doubt that we are about to enter a ‗God-Zone‘ of epic proportions where He will 

show His hand in an unmistakable fashion, but hear what the prophet said, „Jacob shall be saved out 

of it…‟! 

Strategic Praise and Prayer Points: 

 Please pray that Christians would recognize that there is no middle ground where Israel is 

concerned— it is the line in the sand for the world 

 Please pray that God‘s light will shine on the nations of the world in this hour of decision making 

 Please pray that the church will take a strong stand alongside Israel in her hour of need 

 Pray that Israelis will come to recognize this moment of truth that their only option is a wholehearted 

return to the God of the Patriarchs 

 

*** 

 

What Exactly is a Refugee? 

„Woe to those who devise wickedness…!‟ Micah 2:1 

There are all kinds of definitions that can be applied to this term. One of the more interesting ones is 

the UNWRA definition, the International Organization responsible for the resettlement of Palestinian 

Refugees from the Israeli/Arab war in 1948.  

Under UNRWA's operational definition, „…[Palestinian] refugees are people whose normal place of 

residence was Palestine between June 1946 and May 1948, who lost both their homes and means of 

livelihood as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict; i.e. a minimum two year residency.‟ In other 

words, any Arab guest-worker from anywhere in the Arab world can officially classify himself – 

based on UNWRA definitions – as a „Palestinian‟ refugee, if he got caught up in that war; and so 

demand residency in Israel today! www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=86 . If such people had only 

http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=86
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lived in ‗Palestine‘ for two years, or a little more, why could they not return to their country of 

origin?  

Tapping into European history for the same period, one cannot fail but notice that the refugee 

problem there was far from being resolved in 1948; where people simply could not return to the 

places they once called home for a whole host of reasons.  If we apply the same criterion as UNWRA 

does to the Palestinians, then Europe would still be awash with refugees today. As it happens, people 

acknowledged that there had been a devastating war and they proceeded to rebuild their lives! But the 

turmoil of post-war Europe is difficult to imagine without some hard facts before our eyes. 

For example, in the last months of World War II , i.e. 1945, some five million civilians from the 

former German provinces of East Prussia, Pomerania and Silesia alone fled the onslaught of the Red 

Army and became refugees. From spring of 1945 Poland forcefully expelled its non-Polish 

population in a program of ethnic cleansing.  

Despite that agreement among the Allies, hundreds of thousands of ethnic Germans living in 

Yugoslavia and Romania were deported to slave labour in the Soviet Union, to Allied-occupied 

Germany and subsequently to the German Democratic Republic, Austria and the Federal Republic of 

Germany. This entailed the largest population transfer in history— millions were affected, and 

millions perished during this process of reconstruction. Between the end of World War II and the 

erection of the Berlin Wall in 1961 almost 600,000 refugees from East Germany travelled to West 

Germany seeking assylum from the Soviet. During the same period, millions of former Russian 

citizens were forcefully repatriated against their will into the USSR — regardless of their wishes. 

These forced repatriation operations took place from 1945 to 1947! 

 Surely, all these upheavals could not have fallen into bottomless pits of political forgetfulness only 

ONE YEAR later, when the Middle East erupted in a genocidal war against the Jews of Palestine? 

Why was there such an exception made for the Palestinian Arabs who found themselves homeless 

after a war started by their kin? Is one justified to ask if there was – and still is – a double standard 

of immense proportions at work? 

The 1948 Arab/Israeli war was a defensive war imposed on the by then sovereign nation of Israel by 

the Arabs and their German and British allies, while much of Europe was still in upheaval. At the 

same time almost three quarters of a million Jews were made homeless and had their property 

confiscated in Arab countries that had been their homes for centuries. And, of course, at the very 

heart of this catastrophe was the Holocaust and the death of 6 million Jewish men, women and 

children. 

 Those Jews who were murdered, as well as the survivors, may have lived in towns, cities and 

villages for decades or even generations, but that was immaterial to the Nazis. The reality is that as a 

people they had been refugees for the last two thousand years since they were driven from their 

ancient homeland by the Romans. They had lived among the gentiles as tolerated minorities, but for 

most of their history as a people without rights to work and land; let alone their own country.  

Whenever it suited respective rulers they simply deported the Jews from their territories! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnic_cleansing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnic_German
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allied_Control_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allied_Control_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_transfer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Wall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_occupation_zone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Keelhaul
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What we see in Israel today, is nothing less than a modern-day pogrom directed at an entire country 

of Jewish people as sovereign nation; organized by International Jew-hating bullies with no concern 

for truth and justice or a uniform, ethical standard for all. It is nothing less than a vile Neo 

Antisemitism, disguised as concern for a perceived underdog! 

Therefore, we are calling on all Christians who – often in sheer ignorance of the facts – demonize 

Israel for perceived injustices to the Palestinian Arabs, as well as those who love Israel, to make this 

subject an object of fervent prayer and practical action, lest the Almighty will hold us accountable for 

what we have done with and to His people! When, oh when will we, as Christians, say a definitive 

NO to such double standards where the Jewish people are concerned?  

The question that remains to be asked therefore, after these brief considerations, is, who are the real 

refugees in the world? 

 

Strategic Praise and Prayer Points: 

 Please pray against the rampant, soul-destroying atheism in Israel 

 Pray that the members of the Israeli Parliament will cease to be politicians and decide to implement 

the will of God for His people 

 Please pray for the church to raise the banner of love over the Jewish people as they are being pressed 

more and more into surrendering to the pressures of assimilation 

 Pray for a greater moral fortitude among the religious and political leaders of the Jewish people – 

both in Israel and the diaspora in how they guide their people 

 

*** 

 

Please pray especially for Freedom for Jonathan Pollard and Gilad Shalit 

Please pray for the needs of CFI, for God’s wisdom and His ongoing leading of the Ministry, as well as the health and 

well-being of Ray and Sharon as they continue to serve God and Israel 

Please pray for all CFI Representatives throughout the world 

*** 

 

In Messiah 
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