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“…if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 

face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 

sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 
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March 2011 

Israel, the ‘deemed’ Global Pariah 

„For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; and those who hate You have lifted up their head.  They have 

taken crafty counsel against Your people, and consulted together against Your sheltered ones.  They have 

said, “Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be remembered no 

more.”‟  Psalm 83:2-4 

The Thesaurus defines the term Pariah as someone who is rejected and avoided by others.  Actually, the 

usage of the word was first recorded in English in 1613 and its use and its extension in meaning probably 

owe much to the long period of British rule in India word pariah, which can be used for anyone who is a 

social outcast, independent of social position, recalls a much more rigid social system, which made 

only certain people pariahs. The caste system of India placed pariahs, also known as Untouchables, very 

low in society.    

It is interesting – and significant - therefore, that predominantly the British Media, as a global leader and 

from whom the world’s Media seems to be taking its cues, has been tacidly applying that term to Israel. 

After many years of double standards, in reporting events in the Middle East, as well as by delegitimizing 

Israel at every turn, the only truly democratic nation in the Middle East, now clearly seems to appear in 

that light. 

Recent events in Scotland, at Edinburgh University, underscore this point powerfully! 

Video footage taken at the University shows how a mob of students, interspersed with agitators, 

prevented the Israeli diplomat Ishmael Khaldi from speaking as scheduled (see http://daphneanson. 

blogspot.com/2011/02/video-footage-of-bedouin-among.html). Blinded by a hatred of Israel, the 

student crowd ignored the fact that the Israeli speaker was actually a Bedouin Muslim and Israeli citizen 

— although not a Jewish Israeli. In their hatred of Israel, the students could not see the perversity in their 

demand to „free Palestine‟, that a non-Jew and a Muslim, actually held such a prestigious post as Mr. 

Khaldi representing Israel on an International platform.  

Also recently, a similar incident took place at Hampshire College, a private Liberal Arts college in 

Massachusetts, USA, when a talk by an IDF soldier, Sergeant Benjamin Anthony, was disrupted by the 
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anti-Israel brigade: http://tofindtheprinciples.blogspot.com/2011/02/sound-and-fury-at-hampshire-

college-as_10.html.  

What emerges from these events is that it is relatively immaterial whether Israel does good or bad, her 

designation is that of an utterly unacceptable intruder into human, global society. 

When reason and common human decency escape our grasp, we begin to move toward a VERY slippery 

slope toward anarchy where only the loudest voices and the most brutal powers matter. 

 

Strategic Praise and Prayer Points: 

 Let us praise the living God that Israel is in God’s purposes 

 Please pray that people, especially Christians, will see the truth concerning Israel before it is too 

late 

 Please pray that God would grant world leaders the ability to see the truth concerning the Middle 

East conflict 

 Please pray that Christian leaders will embrace Israel, based on the word of God, as long as there 

is still time 

*** 

 

 

The Jerusalem Conference of 2011 
Hope in the Human Future: New Frontiers in Jewish and Christian thought… 

„For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary 

things: that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual 

immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well...‟  Acts 15:28-29 

On February 13-14, a unique conference was held in Jerusalem with the intent to explore a possible 

integration of Christianity with Judaism. The Conference was largely the initiative of Rabbi Shlomo 

Riskin, founder of the Center for Jewish-Christian Understanding and Cooperation whose vision is a 

healthy Biblical relationship between Judaism and Christianity for the good of all humanity.  The 

Conference was attended by Scholars and Theologians from across the Christian and Jewish spectrum in 

an attempt to create a path that can be followed by Jewish people and Christians alike.  

It seems to us that there is a great parallel between the Conference of Acts 15 and this recent one we were 

privileged to attend. Like the Conference in Acts the validity of God’s Covenants with the physical 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was affirmed by all, Jewish and Christian theologians alike. 

Whilst the Christian contingent offered no real remedies for developing a closer relationship — apart 

from a mutual acceptance — the Jewish thinkers suggested the same principles as outlined in Acts 15; i.e. 

via the Noahide Covenant and the laws enshrined therein. 

On the one hand it was good to hear that Gentiles could find acceptance in the Jewish community via the 

Noahide Laws, yet on the other hand we were left with the sense of being placed into a vacuum.  

Nevertheless, the most encouraging factor of that Conference was/is the reality that the initiative came 

from the Jewish community – seeking to break down the dividing wall that had been re-erected by 
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Christianity during the two millennia of the Church Age.  In our view it is also an outcry by the Jewish 

people to Christians, „not to abandon them again!‟ This cry is juxtaposed with the trauma from a 2000 

year-long Diaspora in Gentile lands. It is this factor that needs to be pondered deeply in the light of the 

present silence of Christians concerning the New Anti-Semitism. 

The point was raised by Rabbi Korn from Beit Morasha in Jerusalem, that there is a massive onslaught 

from Islam against Jewish people and Christians worldwide that can only be survived by us if we stand in 

unison in defense of the Biblical God and His values against the Allah of Islam. 

Strategic Praise and Prayer Points: 

 Please pray for the organizers of this Conference that God would grant them the wisdom on how 

to move this initiative forward toward a genuine reconciliation based on biblical principles 

 Please pray that God would grant to Christians the revelation that the Jewish people are our elder 

brother and beloved of the Father (Ephesians 2:18) 

 Please pray for a Biblical unity between Jewish people and Christians in the face of Islam. 

*** 

 

The New Mythology 

According to David M. Weinberg (BESA Center Perspectives Paper No. 130, February 20, 2011), an 

insidious new mythology is being advanced that replaces the Iranian threat with the ‘Israeli threat’ to 

Middle East stability. 

So, what is new? 

Israel has been demonized for a long time now in order to make its antagonists appear in a glorious light. 

However, what is beginning to develop now is a new version of demonizing the Jews and Israel based on 

the Nazi version of the pre WWII era, which pushed the Jewish people from the stigma of merely being 

an undesirable race into the realm of public enemy no. 1— justifying their utter destruction for the good 

of all. 

Despite abundant evidence to the contrary, the REAL cause of the Arab uprisings of the past month in 

Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen and Bahrain is the Zionist Menace in their midst and the real Middle East 

menace, Iran, seems all but forgotten. Apparently, according to this New Mythology, Israel is the new, 

true threat to regional stability.  

Tragically, this Myth is not being generated by the Arab Media, but by Western Politicians and so-called 

friends of Israel. German Chancellor Angela Merkel and former US National Security Advisor James 

Jones point out that ‘the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the core dispute that inflames all others. Israel‟s 

failure to reach a settlement with Abbas strengthens and amplifies the appeal of the radicals. Palestine 

must be created now to contain the Islamist threat and placate Arab public opinion.‟ 

There are two parts to this argument. The first points out an Israeli unwillingness to speed towards peace 

with the Palestinians threatens to further destabilize the Middle East at a sensitive time; and the second 
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highlights that Israel is on the wrong side of history because it seeks to chill Western enthusiasm for 

glorious Tahrir Square-style Muslim revolutions. 

Despite the reality that the Egyptian uprising never once touched on the Palestinian issue, Israel’s Left has 

begun to push for a speedy settlement with Abbas due to the confrontations within the Arab world facing 

the Jewish State just on the other side of its borders. 

In addition to all this friendly fire, Tom Friedman from the New York Times suggests that Israel is an 

enemy of democracy, because it doesn’t „feel the joy of freedom being rung-in across the Arab Middle 

East.‟ 

Such remarks, sadly, do nothing but demonize Israel, the only true democracy in the Middle East, on the 

one hand, whilst simultaneously encourage the Arab mobs, even though the chances for real democrat-

ization anywhere in the Arab world are slim. 

Strangely though, none of these Peace Pundits are demanding democracy in the Palestinian Authority. Is 

the reason for that silence that it could threaten Abbas’ rule and thus the Israeli withdrawal they so insist 

on? 

Strategic Praise and Prayer Points: 

 
 Please pray that true understanding of these issues will penetrate to the hearts and minds of 

Christians to generate a strong desire to stand with Israel  

 Please pray that the world will not repeat the mistakes of the pre WWII nations. 

 Please pray that God would grant the Christian world the ability to see the real issues of this conflict 

 

*** 

Please pray especially for Freedom for Jonathan Pollard and Gilad Shalit 

Please pray for the needs of CFI, for God’s wisdom and His ongoing leading of thte Ministry, as well as the health 

and well-being of Ray and Sharon as they continue to serve God and Israel 

Please pray for all CFI Representatives throughout the world 
 

*** 

In Messiah 
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