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 “And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, and he 
that shall arise to rule over the Gentiles; in him shall 
the Gentiles trust, and his rest shall be glorious.”  

 LXX 

 “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, 
Who shall stand as a banner (ensign) to the people; 
For the Gentiles shall seek Him, 
And His resting place shall be glorious.” 

 NKJV 



 And the prophet Isaiah said, “There shall be an Heir in 
the house of Jesse, and he will be King over the 
Gentiles; they will pin their hopes on him alone.”  
 – The Living Bible 

 Again Isaiah says, ‘Then, the root of Jesse will 
emerge— He rises to rule all the peoples of the world 
    who come to Him for guidance and direction. 
In Him they place their hope’ – their ‘hope of glory’ 
 The Voice 



 What Jewish person has been such a ensign or banner, 
such a beacon of truth and light in the known history 
of the world. 



 ‘No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father 
of many nations.’ Genesis 17:4-6 NKJV 

 

 



 “It is a consequence of this that I, Paul, am a prisoner of the Messiah 
Yeshua on behalf of you Gentiles. I assume that you have heard of the 
work God in his grace has given me to do for your benefit, and that it 
was by a revelation that this secret plan was made known to me. I have 
already written about it briefly, and if you read what I have written, you 
will grasp how I understand this secret plan concerning the Messiah.  
In past generations it was not made known to mankind, as the Spirit is 
now revealing it to his emissaries and prophets, that in union with the 
Messiah and through the Good News (of the Kingdom of God) the 
Gentiles were to be joint heirs, a joint body and joint sharers with 
the Jews in what God has promised.”  - Ephesians 3:1-6 

 

 “I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present 
to you the word of God in its fullness --  the mystery that has been 
kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the 
saints. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles 
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Messiah Yeshua in you, 
the hope of glory.” - Col 1:25-27 

 



 How could these gentiles become part of Abraham’s 
family without being circumcised and becoming Jews? 

 The evidence from external sources was that the 
Rabbi’s believed that ‘righteous Gentiles’ could have a 
place in the Coming Age, at the Resurrection, but not 
really be equal members. 

 Paul instead saw this very differently. If Gentiles were 
entering the ‘family of Abraham’ and gaining 
citizenship of the Kingdom through the knowledge 
and acceptance of Yeshua, then Yeshua is their banner, 
their ensign (their ‘sign’) and therefore their 
CIRCUMCISION (as circumcision is a ‘sign’). 




‘11 in whom also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off 
of the body of the sins of the flesh in the circumcision 
of the Messiah, 


12 being buried with him in the baptism, in which also 
you rose with [him] through the faith of the working 
of God, who did raise him out of the dead. 


13 And you -- being dead in the trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh -- He made alive together 
with him, …’  
 Col 2:11-13 

 



 “For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.” - Romans 3:20  

 Here is a common (miss)-understanding of a well 
known Christian scholar:  

 “In context, no reader of the Book of Galatians can 
reasonably conclude the definition of Paul’s idea “works 
of the law” as meaning ‘circumcision’, once they have 
carefully read the first 3 chapters, this is a fact. … 
“works of the law” means “doing the righteous 
things of Torah” 

 



 Romans 3:20 “For by works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin.”  

  

 This phrase has the logical form: 

 “For <condition A>, since <cause B>”  

 or more clearly,  
 “<Condition A> is true because of <Cause B>”.  

 

 That is, <Cause or Reason B> leads to the conclusion 
of <Condition or Statement A>.  

 



 ‘Because through knowing Torah (law), we know what 
sin is, that is, what it means to act un-righteously, 
therefore we can state that no-one can be made right 
before God (justified) by ‘works of the Torah/law’. 

 



 First, let’s insert the ‘rites required for Jewish 
proselytizaton’ in place of ‘works of the law’. 

 

 So Romans 3:20 now re-phrased reads:  

 “For we can state that no-one can be made right before 
God (justified) just by undertaking the rites required for 
Jewish proselytizaton, since through knowing Torah 
(law), we know what sin is, that is, what it means to act 
un-righteously.” 

 



 “For we can state that no-one can be made right before God 
(justified) by doing the commandments of Torah, since 
through knowing Torah (law), we know what sin is, that is, 
what it means to act un-righteously.” 

  
 Clearly the first section, the conclusion or ‘for’ part is 

incorrect. So if we didn’t have the ‘since’ section, the cause 
or reason, we could read the phrase and state, as some anti-
Torah preachers do, that obeying God will not justify us 
(and they might even argue that that’s because of original 
sin).  

  
 So this statement now simply reads: ‘Because Torah 

brings a knowledge of what is sin, we can not be 
justified by obeying Torah’! 



 Gal 3:2 “Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit 
by works of the law or by hearing with faith?”.  

 
 Appreciate, that to a Hebrew, ‘hearing with faith’ means 

doing. To hear is to obey; the Sh’ma begins ‘Hear O’Israel, 
…’, meaning OBEY. To ‘hear with faith’ means to ‘obey 
through trusting God’ or to ‘trust God and His Word and 
obey’, that is ‘to trust Torah and obey’. 

  
 So, again substitute ‘doing the commandments of Torah’ 

for ‘works of the law’ in Gal 3:2 and you get: 
 “Did you receive the Spirit by doing the commandments of 

Torah, or by trusting God and obeying (the Torah).”  
 



 ‘Did you receive the Spirit by obeying Torah or by 
obeying Torah!! 

 

 Instead, replace ‘works of the law’ by ‘undertaking the 
rites required for Jewish proselytizaton’ in Gal 3:2 and 
you get:  

 “Did you receive the Spirit through ‘undertaking the 
rites required for Jewish proselytizaton’ or by obeying 
Torah”.  

 



 David Stern’s version in the Complete Jewish Bible: 
 ‘legalistic observance of Torah commands’. 

 
 ‘Because through knowing Torah we know what sin is, that is, 

what it means to act un-righteously, therefore we can state that 
no-one can be made right before God by ‘‘legalistic observance of 
Torah commands’.  
 
Or perhaps even more clearly in Gal 3:2, we would have: 

 “Did you receive the Spirit by ‘legalistically observing the Torah 
commandments’, or by trusting God and obeying the Torah.”  
 

 This suggests you need to obey Torah but you must not do so 
legalistically, (whatever that means in reality.)  
It sounds like a challenging tightrope to walk! 
 



 Gal 3:2 “Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by 
works of the law or by hearing with faith?”  

Means: 
 ‘Did you receive the Spirit of God through (just) becoming 

Jewish or by obeying Torah?’.  
 
The Apostle Paul then repeats the exact same message in verse 5-6: 
 “5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 

among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with 
faith— 6 just as Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness?” 
 
Verse 6 shows that this is his intent. Abraham acted on his belief 
– he was righteous BEFORE he was circumcised and became the 
first Hebrew. 
 
 



 “Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for The 
righteous shall live by faith. But the law is not of faith, rather the one 
who does them shall live by them.” – Galatians 3:11-12 
 

Verse 11 seems totally contradictory. To live by faith is to obey Torah! This 
is confirmed by Habakkuk 2:4 which the Apostle Paul actually quotes:  

 “Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his faith.” – KJV 

  

To attain life through ‘trusting faithfulness’ is to trust God and be faithful 
to Torah; that is to obey Torah.  

 

So if we understand the statement that ‘no one is justified before God by 
the law’ to mean no one can find salvation by being obedient to Torah, 
then this is clearly wrong.  

 

If the Apostle Paul meant that the existence of the Torah did not justify 
anyone, then this could be correct as it needs to be enacted, it has no 
power to save if it just remains as written words on a page. 



 What I see as more likely though, is that the redactors 
(possibly Marcion himself) just removed ‘erga’ from the 
Greek phrase ‘erga nomou’ (‘works of the law’) and simply 
replaced it with ‘nomos’. 

 

 Try replacing the full ‘works of the law’ phrase and then 
consider the understanding we get: 

  
“11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by 
the ‘works of the law’, for The righteous shall live by faith. 

 12 But the ‘works of the law’ is not of faith (it may be an act 
of faith, but in itself it is not obeying Torah), rather the one 
who does them (commandments of Torah) shall live by 
(because of) them.” 

 

 



 The Hellenistic Church has rejected Torah and argued 
that believers need not heed the Torah (which at it’s 
core is the Ten Words). 

 They have largely used the Apostle Paul’s discussion of 
‘works of the law’ to make this argument. 

 Hopefully, I have at least opened you eyes to consider 
that they are very wrong, that the Apostle Paul instead 
argued against Gentiles becoming Jews, but was still 
very pro-Torah!  



From his own words: 
 “So the Torah is holy, and the commandment is holy and 

righteous and good. ... For we know that the Torah is 
spiritual”  
 Romans 7:12-14 

 “For it is not those who hear the Torah who are righteous in 
God's sight, but it is those who obey the Torah who will 
be declared righteous.”  
 Romans 2:13 

 “Do we, then, nullify the Torah by this faith? Not at all! 
Rather, we uphold Torah.”  
 Romans 3: 31 

 “For in my inner being I delight in God's Torah”  
 Romans 7:22 



 “Keeping God's commands (Torah) is what counts.”  
 1 Corinthians 7:19 

 “We received grace and apostleship to call people from 
among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes 
from faith.”  
 Romans 1:5 

And from Luke: 
 
 “And it came to pass after three days, Paul called 

together those who are the principal men of the Jews, 
and they having come together, he said unto them: 
`Men, brethren, I -- having done nothing contrary to 
the people, or to the customs of the fathers …”  
 Acts 28:17 

 


